Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that protects the privacy of student education records and provides parents and eligible students with certain rights regarding those records. Mountain View Preparatory (MVP) complies with FERPA and applicable federal and South Carolina student privacy requirements.

Parent and Eligible Student Rights
Under FERPA, parents and guardians of students under age 18 generally have the right to:
· Inspect and review their child's education records;
· Request the amendment of education records that they believe are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student's privacy rights;
· Consent to the disclosure of personally identifiable information (PII) from education records, except when FERPA permits disclosure without consent; and
· File a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education's Student Privacy Policy Office (SPPO) concerning alleged violations of FERPA.

FERPA rights generally transfer from the parent or guardian to the student when the student reaches age 18 or attends a postsecondary institution at any age. A student who has reached age 18 or is attending a postsecondary institution is considered an eligible student under FERPA. Certain exceptions may apply as permitted by law.

Parents and eligible students who wish to inspect and review education records or request an amendment should contact the Head of School or the school administrator responsible for student records. East Link Academy will follow applicable FERPA procedures and timelines when responding to such requests.

Disclosure of Student Education Records
Except as permitted by FERPA, MVP  will obtain appropriate written consent before disclosing personally identifiable information from a student's education records to an outside party. FERPA permits schools to disclose certain information without prior consent under specified circumstances, including disclosures to school officials with legitimate educational interests, certain disclosures related to health or safety emergencies, disclosures required by law, and other exceptions authorized by FERPA.

Directory Information
FERPA permits schools to designate certain information as directory information. Directory information is information contained in a student's education records that generally would not be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. MVP may disclose appropriately designated directory information without prior written consent after providing parents and eligible students with annual notice of the information designated as directory information and an opportunity to opt out.

MVP has designated the following information as directory information:
· Student's name;
· Address;
· Telephone number;
· Photograph;
· Date and place of birth;
· Grade level;
· Major field of study, when applicable;
· Participation in officially recognized activities and sports;
· Weight and height of members of athletic teams;
· Dates of attendance or enrollment;
· Awards and honors received; and
· Most recent school attended.

Directory information may be disclosed to appropriate outside organizations or individuals for purposes permitted by FERPA. Examples may include organizations involved in producing school yearbooks, class rings, or similar school-related publications or activities.

Parents or guardians who do not want MVP to disclose their child's designated directory information without prior written consent must submit the school's Opt-Out for Media & Directory Information form within the timeframe stated in the school's annual FERPA notice. The school will provide families with information about the deadline and submission process each school year.

An opt-out request will be honored in accordance with FERPA and school procedures. Families should understand that opting out of directory information does not necessarily prevent the school from making disclosures that are otherwise permitted or required by law.

Photographs, Videos, and Media
MVP may photograph or record students during school activities, events, performances, field trips, athletic activities, classroom experiences, and other school-related events. Depending on the circumstances, photographs and videos may be subject to FERPA or may be covered by the school's separate media, photo, video, and voice release process.

The school may use photographs, video, or audio recordings of students for educational, informational, promotional, or other school-related purposes in accordance with applicable law and school policy. Such uses may include school publications, yearbooks, newsletters, brochures, school websites, official social media accounts, displays, advertisements, and other school communications or media.

Parents and guardians who do not wish to authorize the use of their child's image, voice, or likeness for the media purposes identified in the school's Media/Photo/Video/Voice Release should follow the school's established opt-out or consent procedures. Families will receive information about these procedures and any applicable deadlines each school year.

The school's Media/Photo/Video/Voice Release process is separate from the FERPA directory-information opt-out process. Families should carefully review both processes and complete the appropriate forms if they wish to limit the school's use or disclosure of their child's information, photograph, video, or voice.

Annual FERPA Notice and Opt-Out
East Link Academy provides parents and eligible students with annual notice of their rights under FERPA and the school's policies regarding directory information. The annual notice identifies the information the school has designated as directory information and explains how parents and eligible students may opt out of the disclosure of directory information.

Families should review the annual FERPA notice and related privacy forms provided by MVP each school year. Parents or eligible students who wish to opt out of the disclosure of directory information must submit the appropriate written request within the deadline specified in the annual notice.

The school will maintain and honor timely opt-out requests in accordance with FERPA and school procedures. Families are responsible for reviewing the school's annual notices and submitting any applicable opt-out requests within the stated timeframe.

Student Records and Privacy
MVP maintains student education records in accordance with FERPA and applicable federal and state requirements. Student records are accessible only to individuals who have a legitimate educational interest or who are otherwise authorized by law or school policy.

The school takes reasonable steps to protect the confidentiality and security of student records. Information from student education records will be disclosed only with appropriate consent or as otherwise permitted or required by law.

Questions regarding FERPA, student education records, directory information, privacy rights, or the school's media-release procedures may be directed to the Head of School or the school administrator responsible for student records.

Parents and eligible students may file a complaint concerning an alleged FERPA violation with the U.S. Department of Education's Student Privacy Policy Office in accordance with federal procedures.

Nothing in this section limits any rights provided to parents, guardians, or eligible students under FERPA or other applicable federal or South Carolina law.


